foal 


N 


W 


aa 


Oo 


OY 


~] 


co 


Ne} 


10 


11 


12 


3 


14 


aie 


16 


Ly 


18 


bie) 


20 


od 


22 


23 


24 


25 


BEFORE THE ARIZONA STATE VETERINARY MEDICAL 
EXAMINING BOARD 


IN THE MATTER OF: Case No.: 21-53 


FINDINGS OF FACT, 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 


DEBORAH CHAPMAN, DVM | 
| AND ORDER 
) 
) 
) 


Holder of License No. 3526 


For the practice of Veterinary 
Medicine in the State of Arizona, 


Respondent. 


The Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining Board (“Board”) 
considered this matter at its public meeting on July 21, 2021. Deborah 
Chapman, DVM (“Respondent”) appeared with her legal counsel, David Stoll, 
Esq., before the Board for an Informal Interview. The Informal Interview was 
conducted in accordance with A.R.S. § 32-2234(A). As part of the Informal 
Interview, the Board reviewed all of the documents submitted regarding this 
matter and took testimony from Respondent and the Complainant. 

Following the Informal Interview and after due consideration of the 
evidence, the arguments and the law, the Board voted to issue the following 


Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and Order (“Order”). 


FINDINGS OF FACT 
1. Respondent is the holder of License No. 3526 issued on May 10, 1997, and 
is therefore authorized to practice the profession of veterinary medicine in the 
State of Arizona. 
2. On October 4, 2020, Complainant's wife called Respondent reporting 


their dog, “Bella Bear,” a 2-year-old female English Bulldog, was bitten by 
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another dog in the house. The dog’s lip was bleeding and needed to be 
sutured. Respondent requested she send a picture of the laceration. A picture 
was sent: since the laceration was small and not bleeding at the time, 
Respondent recommended they drop off the dog the following day. 

3. On October 5, 2020, the dog was dropped off with Respondent. 
Complainant signed the consent form authorizing Respondent to sedate the 
dog and suture the lip. Upon exam, the dog had a weight = 55.6 pounds, a 
temperature = 100.2 degrees, a heart rate = 150bpm, and a respiration rate = 
20rom; other systems were noted as WNL (within normal limits). The dog was 
ore-medicated with BAG (butorphanol, acepromazine, glycopyrrolate) 3.0mLs; 
induced with 1.5mLs of ketamine and 1.5mLs of midazolam, and intubated and 
maintained on sevoflurane. The lio was clipped and prepped — Respondent 
debrided the edges and placed three sutures to repair the laceration — 
anesthesia was turned off 2 — 3 minutes after starting. The dog remained on 
oxygen until she was extubated. Approximately 25 minutes later the dog was 
returned to the kennel area. 

4, At 11:00am, Complainant's wife called to check on the dog. She was told 
that the dog did well, was awake, and in recovery. When asked if they could 
pick up the dog, staff advised that the dog could be released at 2pm so that 
hospital staff could continue to monitor her. 

5. At noon, Respondent and a staff member walked the kennels prior To 
going to lunch. 

6. At approximately 1:00pm, after lunch, staff found the dog deceased in 
her kennel. Respondent called Complainant to relay the dog had passed 


away. 
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7. Later that day, Complainant went to visit the dog. He stated that 
Respondent did not come out to speak with them. 

8. Two weeks later the dog’s cremains were picked up by Complainant's 
parents. They spoke with Respondent; she told them the laceration repair was 
cosmetic and did not need to be performed. Also, the dog had an elongated 
soft palate common in the breed and constant monitoring would be needed; 
however, Respondent could not justify paying technical staff to monitor animals 
while recovering. Animals are checked on once an hour or so. 

9. According to Respondent, when Complainant arrived she was examining 
a horse in the barn and was not aware Complainant was there. She was not 
advised that they wanted to speak with her. 

10. Respondent stated that at all times the dog was checked, she was 


breathing well and not showing signs of distress. 


CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

11. The Findings of Fact constitute administrative violation of A.R.S. § 32-2232 
(12) as it relates to A.A.C. R3-11-501 (1) failure to provide professionally 
acceptable procedures with respect to the communication around what was 
being performed on the dog; costs of sedation versus general anesthesia; risks 
of anesthesia in a bulldog; other treatments options available; as well as 
concerns about post-surgical monitoring, whether it was done, or documented, 

that should have happened after anesthesia. 

ORDER 

Based upon the foregoing Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law it is 


ORDERED that Respondent’s License, No. 3526 be placed on PROBATION for a 
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period of one (1) year, subject to the following terms and conditions that shall 
be completed within the Probationary period. These requirements include six (6) 
total hours of continuing education (CE) detailed below: 

1. In addition to the continuing education requirements of A.A.C. R3-11- 
401(A), within 12 months of the effective date of this Order, Respondent shall 
complete six (6) hours of CE in the area of client communications. All required 
CE shall be pre-approved by the Board. Within sixty (60) days of the effective 
date of this Order, Respondent shall submit to the Board for its approval a 
written outline regarding how she plans to satisfy the CE requirements. The 
outline shall include CE course details including, name, provider, date(s}, hours 
of CE to be earned, and a brief course summary. 

2. Prior to the end of the Probationary period, Respondent shall submit to 
the Board a certificate of completion of the CE outlined in the CE plan which 
had been approved by the Board. 

3. Further, it is ordered that Respondent shall pay a civil penalty of five 
hundred dollars ($500) on or before the end of the Probation period. Civil 
penalty shall be made payable to the Arizona State Veterinary Medical 
Examining Board and is to be paid by cashier's check or money order. 

4. Respondent shall obey all federal, state and local laws/rules governing 
the practice of veterinary medicine in this state. 

5. Respondent shall bear all costs of complying with this Order. 

6. This Order is conclusive evidence of the matters described and may be 
considered by the Board in determining an appropriate sanction in the event a 
subsequent violation occurs. In the event Respondent violates any term of this 


Order, the Board may, after opportunity for Informal Interview or Formal 


21-53, Deborah Chapman, DVM 


a 


Hearing, take any other appropriate disciplinary action authorized by law, 


including suspension or revocation of Respondent's license. 


REHEARING/APPEAL RIGHTS 


Respondent has the right to petition for a rehearing or review of this Order. 
Pursuant to A.R.S. § 32-2234 (H) and § 41-1092.09 the petition must be filed with 
the Board within thirty-five (35) days from the date of mailing if the Order was 
served via certified mail. Pursuant to A.A.C. R3-11-904 (C), the petition must set 
forth legally sufficient reasons for granting the rehearing or review. The filing of 
a petition for rehearing or review is required to preserve any rights of appeal to 
the Superior Court that the party may wish to pursue. 

This Order shall be effective and in force upon the expiration of the above 
time period for filing a motion for rehearing or review with the Board. However, 
the timely filing of a motion for rehearing or review shall stay the enforcement 
of the Board's Order, unless, pursuant to A.A.C. R3-11-904 (F), the Board has 
expressly found good cause to believe that this Order shall be effectively 


immediately upon the issuance and has so stated in this Order. 


Daisies 3" day of Septemébe, 2021. 


Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining Board 
Jim Loughead 
Chairman 


By ental Warns 


Victoria Whitmore, Executive Director 
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Original of the foregoing filed this 3” dayof Aiptimber., 2021 
with the: 


Arizona State Veterinary 
Medical Examining Board 
1740 W. Adams St., Ste. 4600 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 


Copy of the foregoing sent by certified, return recejpt mail 


this_ 3° — day of sheptivnbse , 2021 to: 


Deborah Chapman, DVM 
Adaress on file 
Respondent 


Copy of the foregoing sent by regular mail 


this 3° day of Stptimdi. _, 2021 to: 


David Stoll, Esq. 

Beaugureau, Hancock, Stoll and Schwartz, PC 
302 E. Coronado Rd 

Phoenix, Arizona 85004 


Board Staff 
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